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a kinsman of the family, as the grandson on his mother's side of Mr. Arthur Stanhope and the heir of Mr. Lovell Stanhope, one of Lord Chesterfield's Executors. Mr. Shirley, whose own taste and knowledge in literature are well known, has, in the most kind and friendly manner, placed these MSS in the hands and at the disposal of the Editor. They comprise the originals of the celebrated "Characters" with three new ones (of Dr. Arbutlmot, of the Mistresses of George the First, and of Lady Suffolk) which will be found in this edition, besides an historical sketch of Lord Bute's administration, and a parting letter from Lord Chesterfield to his godson and successor, not to be delivered until after his own death.
The Editor is also enabled to communicate from MSS in Lord Chesterfield's hand, many curious and confidential letters to Lord Townshend, the Secretary, and to George Tilson, Esq., the Under Secretary, of State, during Lord Chesterfield's first embassy at the Hague, four to Lord Harrington during his second embassy, one to the Duke of Newcastle during his Lord-Lieutenancy, and several more to Foreign Ministers when the Seals had devolved on himself. There are also several new letters in French to Baron de Kreuningen, one of Lord Chesterfield's friends at the Hague.
A still larger, and perhaps still more important, accession has been obtained in the original letters to Mr. Dayrolles. To none of his correspondents, scarcely excepting even his own son, did Lord Chesterfield write with such thorough unreserve. But, as published in Dr. Maty's, and the subsequent editions, these letters appear, as the Preface states," in some parts mutilated."